
Year 5 Recommended Reading List 

Fiction

The children in Year 5 will be reading banded phonics books. Here is a list of story books 
your child may want to read at home.
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Fiction

More Recommended Reads

● Elizabeth Laird – The Fastest Boy in the World
● Philip Pullman – Clockwork
● Lorraine Gregory – Mold and the Poison Plot
● Karen McCombie - The Lost Diary of Sami Star 
● Roman Belyaev – How Does a Lighthouse Work? (Non-Fiction)
● Libby Jackson - A Galaxy of Her Own: Amazing Stories of Women 

in Space (Non-Fiction)

Recommended Authors

● Onjali Q Rauf 
o The Boy at the Back of the Class, The Star 

Outside my Window 
● Katherine Rundell 

o Rooftoppers, The Explorer
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Year 5 Recommended Reading List 

Series

G. M Linton - Sunshine 
Simpson series  

Adam Kay - Dexter 
Procter series 

Joan Aiken -  The 
Wolves of Willoughby 

Chase 

Peter Bunzl – Cogheart series, 
Cogheart, Moonlocket, Sky Circus

Maz Evans – Who let the Gods out? 
Series

Dan Freedman - I Am 
Lenny Brown series 

Anthony Horowitz – Alex 
Rider series,  
Stormbreaker
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Series

 M. G Leonard - Hunt for the 
Golden Scarab series  

M. G Leonard -
Beetle Boy Serena Patel - 

Anisha Accidental Detective J. J Arcanjo - 
Crookhaven series 

Peter Bunzl - 
Cogheart series 



Year 5 Recommended Reading List 

Reading beyond the curriculum - History



Year 5 Recommended Reading List 

Reading beyond the curriculum - Geography
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• Ross Mackenzie – The Nowhere Emporium
• Kate Foster – Paws
• Eloise Williams – Gaslight
• Nizrana Farook – The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant
• Shaun Tan – The Lost Thing
• Polly Ho-Yen – Boy in the Tower
• Lui Sit – Land of the Last Wildcat
• Eva Ibbotson – The Secret of Platform 13
• Christopher Edge – The Infinite Lives of 
Maisie Day
• Abi Elphinstone – Rumble Star
• Vashti Hardy – Brightstorm
• Cath Howe – Ella on the Outside
• Hannah Gold – The Last Bear
• Elizabeth Laird – The Fastest Boy in the World
• Philip Pullman – Clockwork
• Lorraine Gregory – Mold and the Poison Plot
• Karen McCombie – The Lost Diary of Sami 
Star
• Roman Belyaev – How Does a Lighthouse 
Work?
• Libby Jackson – A Galaxy of Her Own

Poetry
• Roger McGough – Happy Poems
• Spike Milligan – Silly Verse for Kids
• Zanib Mian – The Way of the Dog
• Benjamin Zephaniah – Talking Turkeys
• Joseph Coelho – Coral Rumble
• Various – Our Earth Is a Poem

Non-Fiction
• Dan Smith – Queens of the Jungle
• Isabel Thomas & Daniel Egneus – Moth
• Hamza Yassin – Hamza’s Wild World
• Nicola Davies – The Variety of Life
• Steve Mould – The Bacteria Book
• Jess French – What a Waste
• Various – Robots
• Various – I Ate Sunshine for Breakfast
• Various – Stones and Bones
• Various – How to Spaghettify Your Dog

Series
• G. M. Linton – Sunshine Simpson
• Adam Kay – Dexter Procter
• Joan Aiken – The Wolves of Willoughby 
Chase
• Peter Bunzl – Cogheart
• Maz Evans – Who Let the Gods Out?
• Dan Freedman – I Am Lenny Brown
• Anthony Horowitz – Alex Rider
• M. G. Leonard – Beetle Boy
• M. G. Leonard – Hunt for the Golden 
Scarab
• Serena Patel – Anisha Accidental 
Detective
• J. J. Arcanjo – Crookhaven


